
 

 A message from  

 Mary Lou Jelbart AM 
 Co-founder, fortyfivedownstairs 

Barry Jones AC FAA FAHA FTSE FASSA FACE FRSA has been a significant figure in 

Australian life since the 1960s when he first emerged as a quiz king – the man who knew 

the answer to everything! But that was just a small taste of the accomplishments to come. 

He is truly a polymath – he was a widely respected politician, a diplomat, a lawyer, a 

university lecturer and a prolific author of significant books on major topics as well as a 

campaigner against capital punishment. 

His current entry in Wikipedia stretches to 11 pages, skimming over an amazing multiplicity 

of interests and expertise. It doesn’t include the extent of his passion for the Arts, in 

particular classical music and great poetry. But this is how we, at fortyfivedownstairs, have 

come to know him best. If there’s a classical music festival on, you may well find him there. 

For more than a decade, we have been privileged to host a birthday celebration for Barry, 

which gives us an opportunity to present yet another insight into this remarkable man. The 

gift is from all of us, particularly the performers including old friends as well as distinguished 

actors and musicians, presenting their very personal tribute. 

Each year, some of Barry’s favourites return, giving us an insight into a predilection for the 
heroic which has been reflected in his life. Forty years ago he was alerting us to climate 

change, and 60 years ago campaigning successfully against capital punishment. 

I would also like to pay tribute to our founding chair, Julian Burnside AO KC, who introduced 

fortyfivedownstairs to Barry in the first instance. We have had some wonderful celebrations 

with Barry and Julian over the past eleven years. 

Thank you Barry Jones – from your innumerable friends and admirers. 

Mary Lou 

  

2pm Sunday 5 November 2023 



 

PROGRAM 

Zoe Knighton 

J.S. Bach – Suite for solo violoncello in G Major BWV1007 

• Prelude 

• Courante 

• Sarabande 

• Gigue 

Carrillo Gantner 
Siegfried Sassoon – The Death-Bed 

Cate Kennedy 
Cate Kennedy – How to Turn a Fence into a Gate 

Dorainne Laux – In Any Event 

Gareth Evans 
Dylan Thomas – ‘To being at the beginning’ from Under Milk Wood 

Clive James – Japanese Maple 

Jillian Murray 
Gerard Manly Hopkins – The Leaden Echo and the Golden Echo 

Zoe Knighton 

J.S. Bach – Suite for solo violoncello in G Major BWV1009 

• Gigue 

Mark Summer – Julie-O 

John Stanton 
John Keats – Ode to a Nightingale 

Max Gillies 
John O’Brien – Said Hanrahan 

Ralph Renard 
Yevgeny Yevtushenko – Babi Yar 

Peter Doherty 
C.V. Cavafy – Waiting for the Barbarians 

Mary Peelen – String Theory 

Rachel Faggetter 
C.V. Cavafy – Ithaka 

William Shakespeare – Sonnet No. XXX 

Barry Jones 
Matthew Arnold – Dover Beach 

William Butler Yeats – The Second Coming 

 

 

  



 

A brief note about each of the participants by Barry Jones 

Zoe Knighton is a cellist of exceptional range and interpretive skill, the driving force of the Flinders 

Quartet and the most frequent musical performer at these Poetry and Music events. She has toured 

internationally, recorded extensively and her passionate commitment is heard at its best in J S 

Bach. 

Carrillo Gantner is a Renaissance man – actor and director, festival director, essayist, 

philanthropist, China expert. In 1986, as Minister for Science, I spent days with Carrillo in China 

when he was our cultural counsellor, and the experience was mutually stimulating. 

Cate Kennedy is a poet, short story writer and teacher, born in England but educated here. She 

has been published in The New Yorker and has won numerous awards. She writes with great 

passion and economy. 

Gareth Evans was an outstanding Minister in the Hawke and Keating Governments, as Attorney-

General and Foreign Minister. He and Ralph Willis are the two longest serving Labor Cabinet 

Ministers ever. He has a keen eye and sharp, sometimes unguarded, wit. He became President and 

CEO of the International Crisis Group of ANU (2010-20). He has been a prolific author. 

Jillian Murray has given outstanding performances at fortyfivedownstairs including The Year of 

Magical Thinking (Joan Didion) and L’amante anglaise (Marguerite Duras) and has read Burns, 

Dickinson, Tyutchev and Hopkins at these events.  

John Stanton has read in most of these Poetry and Music events and his voice is very distinctive. 

He has achieved great success on stage (Shakespeare, Pinter, Miller) and in film, television and 

voice over. 

Max Gillies has been an outstanding contributor to these Poetry and Music events. I first saw him 

perform Beckett in 1968, but we did not meet until the 1980s and only became friends and 

confidantes in the 21st Century. His gift for analysis is exceptional. 

Ralph Renard is a Melbourne lawyer, had a specialised practice in representing artists and writers, 

and we have known each other for about 70 years, but he still looks youthful. He and his wife Ruth 

are both passionate connoisseurs and collectors and still intrepid travellers. 

Peter Doherty is an outstanding immunologist, winner of the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 1996. He 

was born in Brisbane. I have known Peter and Penny for more than 25 years. Our opinions on most 

issues have a high degree of convergence. He has become a prolific author on non-scientific 

subjects and was a reassuring voice in the Covid years. 

Julian Burnside has been a friend from 1998 and the initiator and driving force for these eleven 

commemorative Poetry and Music events at fortyfivedownstairs. Five words describe him: 

courageous, generous, analytical, eloquent and charismatic. He has made an exemplary contribution 

to public life – barrister, advocate for unpopular causes especially refugees, First Nations and the 

environment, generous patron of the arts especially music, gifted sculptor, prolific writer and, with Kate, 

an exceptional gift for friendship and hospitality. I was delighted when my photograph of Julian was 

transformed by Ai Weiwei to become a three dimensional portrait in Lego.  

Rachel Faggetter has an exceptional range of interests. She lived and taught in England, China, 

Canada, the United States and Australia, has been an environmentalist, heritage expert and 

museum director, and worked in indigenous higher education. Her passions are family, garden and 

the arts. 

  



 
 

 
fortyfivedownstairs 
 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF THE THEATRE Cameron Lukey 
  
GALLERY MANAGER Lachlan Sutherland  
 
TECHNICAL MANAGER John Collopy 
 
VENUE MANAGER Philippa Jelbart 
  
FRONT OF HOUSE & BOX OFFICE MANAGER Sophie McCrae 
 
ADMIN & GALLERY ASSISTANTS Lucy Grant, Chiew-Jin Khut, Karla Murphy 
 
FRONT OF HOUSE Oliver Bailey, Margherita Dellantonio, Maria Dunne, Locky Ellis, Sarah 
Fitzgerald, Sybilla George, Kevin Hojerslev, Jesus Ibarra, David Kemp, Isabel Knight, Chrissie Kuo, 
James Madsen, Constantine Moutsoulas, Sara Norman, Andreas Petropoulos, Denise Rittor, Paula 
Robles, Danielle Roche, Darcie Short, Paul Terrell, Cloud Yandle 
 
VOLUNTEERS Max Bowyer, Cara Brodie, Lewis Egan, Ryan Hamilton, Diana Huggins, Sam 
Kariotis, Phoebe Mason, Bronwyn Morton, Alex Papanotas, Ayesha Westman-Harris, Stephanie 
Wilson. 

 

fortyfivedownstairs acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which we gather to share art and performance, and pay our respects to 

their Elders, past and present. We recognise the strength, pride and expression of all Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people.  

 
Since 2002 fortyfivedownstairs, a not-for-profit organisation, has offered an evocative urban space 
and a personalised service to an eclectic mix of artists for theatre, visual arts, forum, music and 
dance. We rely on the generous support of our patrons for our survival. Tax deductible donations to 
The future of fortyfivedownstairs fundraising campaign can be made here.  
 

https://shoutforgood.com/fundraisers/future-of-fortyfivedownstairs

